
THE TREASURE IN THE BLACK 
BOXES (#15) 
There is an interesting term called the 
“black box theory”.  It speaks about an 
object which can be analyzed  in terms of 
its input and output, but there is no 
knowledge of its internal workings. Many 
of us probably don’t know that in our 
Archives here in Rome we have more 
than 200 black boxes. Some of those 
treasures have seen the light of day in 
many publications, but there are still 
others waiting to been seen… 

(An energetic and masterly priest needed! #15)  

 In today’s newsletter from the Archives we move to Canada, to 1935. In the 
black box numbered 100 there is a letter from bishop McNally, the bishop of Hamilton, 
to Superior General Michael Jaglowicz CR. In his letter the bishop is asking the 
Congregation to take care of another parish in his Diocese (ACRR 39142).   
 Bishop John “McNally’s initial plan was to have the Resurrectionists involved in 
educational apostates in Hamilton, particularly at McMaster University, and to give 
them Polish and Italian parishes as their home bases. But as it turned out there were no 
Italian or Polish parishes  available so he gave them St. Joseph’s parish on a temporary 
basis, as he explain to the clergy: ‘When I asked [them] to go to St. Joseph’s [in 
December, 1932] my only idea was to give them a pied a terre in this city, so as to 
prepare the way for our hoped for educational work here. My intention was to place 
them in Polish and Italian parishes when these would become vacant.’ Fr. Wilbert 
Mayer, C.R. took formal possession of the parish on the 5th. of March, 1933, and 
remained as pastor until November, 1935, when a Polish Parish, St. Stanislaw Kostka, 
became available” (Wahl, J. (2000), In the Hope of Resurrection, 91).   
 The letter presented today  is about the chance of a new ministry at St. Stan’s 
Parish, about some diocesan politics, about the reasons of losing another parish, St. 
Joseph’s (that we lost but regained  after 2 years), about a need of “an energetic and 
masterly priest” at St. Stan’s. 
 Today an “energetic and masterly priest” Fr. Michal Kruszewski, C.R. is the 
pastor of St. Stan’s. For those who have never been to St. Stan’s, I recommend that you 
visit its website to see a cool video made using a drone (www.stankostka.ca). Enjoy!

szymanowskicr@me.com
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T h e V e r y H e v e r e n d M i c h a e l J a g l o w i c z , C . R .
S u p e r i o r G e n e r a l ,
I I , V i a S . S e h a s t i a n e l l o , R o m e , I t a l y .

M y D e a r F a t h e r M i c h a e l

F o r a o m e t i m e h a c k I h a v e h e e n t h i n k i n g
o f w r i t i n g t o y o u a h o u t c h A n g i n g a h i t t h e p o s i t i o n o f y o u r f a t h e r s
i n t h i s c i t y . ' , V h e n I a s k e d t h e m t o g o t o S t . J o s e p h ' s m y o n l y i d e a
was to give them a pied & terre in th is c i ty, S94s to prepare the
way for our hoped-f oij^ducati onal work here. My intention was to 'p
p l a c e t h e m i n t h e P o l i s h a n d I t a l i a n p a r i s h e s w h e n t h e s e w o u l d h a v e
b e c o m e v a c a n t , g o t h o f t h e m a r e g o o d p a r i s h e s , w i t h l e s s d e h t o n
t h e t w o c o m b i n e d t h a n o n S t J o s e p h ' s .

T h e P o l i s h p a r i s h i s n o w o p e n , a n d I a m
c o u n t i n g u p o n y o u r F a t h e r s t o t a k e i t . I t n e e d s a n e n e r g e t i c a n d
m a s t e r l y p r i e s t t o s u c c e e d i n i t a s a l e a d e r , a n d t h e r e i s g o o d
m a t e r i a l t o w o r k w i t h a m o n g i t s p e o p l e , w h e n p r o p e r l y g u i d e d . T h e
o t h e r p a r i s h w i l l h e a v a i l a b l e i n t i m e . ^ y

S o m e o f t h e o l d e r d i o c e s a m c l e r g y h a v e
voiced complaints about the giving of St. Joseph'^that held already
s e v e r a l p a r i s h e s i n t h e d i o c e s e , a n d t h e s e a r e f r i e n d s a n d a l u m n i o f
S t . J e r o m e ' s , s o t h a t I f e e l t h a t , i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f n e c e s s a r y
h a r m o n y a n d c o o p e r a t i o n , i t w o u l d b e b e s t t h a t , o n t a k i n g S t . S t a n l s l a u
a s I h o p e y o u w i l l d o a t o n c e , y o u r e l i n g u i s h t h e c a r e o f S t , J o s e p h ' s
T h e l a t t e r h a s s e r i o u s d i s a d v a n t a g e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e c a r e o f t w o
i n s t i t u t i o n s , o n e f o r t u b e r c u l a r a n d o n e f o r i n s a n e p a t i e n t s , a s w e l l
a s o u r o w n h o s p i t a l , a n d t h e b u r d e n o f a d e b t o f o v e r e i g h t y t h o u s a n d
do l l a rs ,wh i le the pa r i sh i s sma l l I n popu la t i on . The change wou ld
release two of your man,much needed just now. Father Dentiger, who
t e a c h e s S c r i p t u r e a t M c M a s t e r u n i v e r s i t y , c o u l d a s s i s t a t t h e P o l i s h
p a r i a h . F a t h e r W i l b e r t M e y e r n e e d s a g o o d r e s t , a s h e h a s n o t b e e n
w e l l f o r s o m e t i m e , a n d h a s h a d m u c h w o r r y o v e r h i s m o t h e r ' s i l l n e s s
and death. I f sat isfied to make these changes of par ishes, may I ask
y o u t o s e n d m e a b r i e f c a b l e s a y i n g s o , a s I w i s h t o c o m p l e t e t h e
c l e r g y l i s t f o r t h e n e w d i r e c t o r y . A l s o p l e a s e s e n d t h e n a m e o f t h e
n e w P o l i s h p a s t o r a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e .

W i t h m o s t k i n d l y a n d g r a t e f u l m e m o r i e s o f
your last year's visit, and the hope of seeing you here soon again
to confer upon our hoped for expansion of educat ional work, and^i th
e v e r y k i n d w i s h a n d p r a y e r f o r y o u , I a m

M o s t c o r d i a l l y y o u r s i n C h r i s t o R e g e ,


