
 
THE BLACK BOX TREASURES (#18) 
 There is an interesting term called the 
“black box theory”.  It speaks about an 
object which can be analyzed  in terms of 
its input and output, but there is no 
knowledge of its internal workings. Many 
of us probably don’t know that in our 
Archives here in Rome we have more than 
200 black boxes. Some of those treasures 
have seen the light of day in many 
publications, but there are still others 
waiting to been seen… 

(The first patient #18)  

 There is an interesting medical term called the “index case” (or index person or sometimes 
“patient zero”). It refers to the first identified patient who suffered from certain disease and who was 
the first documented case in an epidemiological investigation… 
 In the previous newsletters I showed you the medical records of some patients of Fr. Peter 
Semenenko and his homeopathic kit from the “Homeopathic Central Pharmacy” in Saint Petersburg,     
which he probably received from Eustace, the brother of Fr. Alexander Jelowicki, C.R. It is clear that 
Fr. Peter had a strong passion for homeopathy. The question which emerges from the readings of his 
letters is why he was so interested in this alternative medicine. And who was his first patient or case 
which probably caused his fascination about it? 
 In order to answer that question let us move to the year 1847. For Fr. Peter it was a difficult 
year. He suffered from not being understood  by the community regarding certain issues and from a 
“severe case of tuberculosis and a complete mental breakdown [so] he was forced to take refuge in 
Africa“ (Iwicki J., Resurrectionist Charism, 140). He remained there until May of 1848 when, on the 
advise of his doctor, Fr. Bourgade, he moved to France. In a letter from this time, he wrote to one of 
his confrere: “I would like to finally consult in Paris about my health and ask for advise some 
homeopaths, because I consulted all other doctors, maybe God help them in restoring my 
health” (Peter Semenenko, C.R., Letter to Jozef Hube, C.R., dated May 30, 1848, ACRR 1370, *this 
letter is attached below).  Probably few months later he finally went to see a homeopathic doctor. 
Who was the doctor? What did happen during this visit? Was the treatment successful? We do not 
know, but certainly something did happened after that visit because a year letter he wrote a letter to 
one of his friend speaking about the past and making a very strong statement: “It is a pity that when 
Stas was here in Paris last summer, I did not go to see a homeopath at that time, although it was my 
intention; I would be able to effectively convince him, or at least I would be able to urge him. In my 
opinion, it is the only real remedy, it is the medicine and I’m seriously persuading you, my dear John, 
to do what you need to do in order to convince yourself” (Peter Semenenko, C.R., Letter to Jan 
Kozmian, dated January 29, 1849, ACRR 1462).  
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(Peter Semenenko, C.R., Letter to Jozef Hube, C.R., dated May 30, 1848, ACRR 1370) 

Dear Father Joseph, 
I'm in Marseille. The hot weather that began to prevail in Africa was bad for my health. So I 
presented the whole thing to Fr. Bourgade, who in this case was replacing you, my dear Father 
Joseph, and with his advice I went to France. Two directions were on my path: one to Rome and the 
other to Paris. The first I did not dare to begin without your direct permission, the other seemed to 
have your approval […] I would like to finally consult in Paris about my health and ask for advise 
some homeopaths, because I consulted all other doctors, maybe God help them in restoring my 
health. 
 While being in Marseilles, it would be difficult for me to wait for your answer because of the 
absence of funds, I have only about 100 francs, what I exactly need for a trip to Paris. Fr. Bourgade 
gave me 140 francs. The ride was free on the ship. Dear Father Joseph, I am waiting for your 
decision. I attach the letter of Fr. Bourgade […]. I embrace and kiss my all brother's hands most 
sincerely. 

Peter  
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