
THE BLACK BOX TREASURES (#29) 
 There is an interesting term called the “black 
box theory”.  It speaks about an object which 
can be analyzed  in terms of its input and 
output, but there is no knowledge of its internal 
workings. Many of us probably don’t know that 
in our Archives here in Rome we have more 
than 200 black boxes. Some of those treasures 
have seen the light of day in many publications, 
but there are still others waiting to been seen… 

(Our Constitutions #29) 

 The last General Chapter introduced some 
changes to our Constitutions, mainly to conform 
it to the current ecclesiastical legislation. After 
receiving the approval from  the Congregation 
of the Institutes of Consecrated Life and 

Societies of Apostolic Life, the “updated” Constitutions can be officially presented to the members 
of the Congregation. Superior General Fr. Paul Voisin CR began handing it out to our members 
during his canonical visitation of the Polish Province. Soon everyone in the Congregation should 
receive his copy of the Rule. With this in mind, I would like to share with you a letter written by Fr. 
Peter Semenenko, C.R. on September 3, 1950 to Fr. Joseph Hube, C.R. In his letter Fr. Peter is 
referring to the Rule of 1850 which was “a blueprint for the future, enabling the community to 
respond to the needs of the contemporary Church without losing sight of its roots and the vision of 
its founder” (J. Iwicki, Resurrectionist Charism, 147). 
 “I am convinced that the Rule in its substance comes from God; that is, each of its main 
points, and all of them together, was given to us by God. Therefore, it is not proper  to change the 
points themselves, even though we may change their order, their expression, etc. If we once began 
to make changes in the Rule there would be no end or limit to such changes. God forbid that this 
should happen! Therefore, let us respect and strive to observe the Rule, rather than begin tearing it 
to shreds the day after we accepted it. 
 My dear Father , there is one thing you must definitely accept: The composition of the Rule 
requires  the Spirit of God. Now please give this some thought. In your judgment, at what moment 
were we mote likely to have the Spirit of God? Was it when united in prayer, love and harmony, we 
unanimously accepted the Rule? Or is it now when no longer possessing the means of listening to 
one another and so reaching an agreement, each one tends to his own inspirations and reaches 
different conclusions? 
 Further, my dear Father, this Rule binds us. Only a general chapter can decide such matters." 

(P. Semenenko, C.R., Letter to J. Hube, C.R., dated September 3, 1850, ACRR 493)
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