THE BLACK BOX TREASURES (3)
There is an interesting term called the “black
box theory”. It speaks about an object
which can be analyzed in terms of its input
and output, but there is no knowledge of its
internal workings. This theory can be
explained in a very easy way: “The child who
tries to open a door has to manipulate the
handle (the input) so as to produce the
desired movement at the latch (the output);
and he has to learn how to control the one
by the other without being able to see the
internal mechanism that links them. In our
daily lives we are confronted at every turn
with systems whose internal mechanisms are not fully open to inspection, and which must be
treated by the methods appropriate to the Black Box.” (Ashby, W. Ross, An Introduction to
Cybernetics, 86).

Many of us probably dont know that in our Archives here in Rome we have more than
200 black boxes. The boxes where we keep the treasures of our Congregation: letters,
writings and reports. Some of those treasures have seen the light of day in many publications,
but there are still others waiting to been seen...
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“The Archives of the Congregation of the Resurrection came into existence in July,
1840, when, according to the directives of Bogdan Janski, Edward Dunski was sent to Paris to
collect all the Founders’ notes, letters, and papers and to bring them to Rome. From 1840,
then, all letters, documents, reports, memoirs and writings of the members of the
Congregation have been preserved in the archives at the Generalate of the Congregation”.
Among those documents is a letter of Fr. Peter Semenenko which | shared in the first
newsletter. The letter was put in the first black box and numbered 1210 and it speaks about
the journey of Fr. Peter and Jerome to the Benedictine Abbey in Solesmes, France.

Today you can “touch” another part of this letter written by Fr. Peter on October 2nd,
1835 (ACCR 1214). Fr. Peter speaks about the time they arrived at the Abbey, about their
fatigue about their doubts, about an improvised dinner (probably nothing like the “Farewell
Dinner” prepared for bishop Dehler), about Fr. Jerome's special regards to Adam Mickiewicz
(he is regarded as a national poet in Poland) and about Thursday - a day designated for a walk
(by the way, this tradition is still present in the Polish Seminary in Krakow).
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Solesmes, October 2

We finally arrived here yesterday at 2 in the afternoon, after a six-day journey, having
travelled 65 miles - we were quite tired, quite happy that we had reached the end of our
journey, and somewhat unsure about how we would be received.

We arrived and even from a distance of a quarter mile, the church tower lured me and
scared me...the monastery is there—what will it be like?

We arrive and there - there is no one in the monastery. The brother porter met us and
informed us that since today was Thursday, their day for a walk, Fr. Prior had gone out with
the brothers. He took us into the reception room and told us that everyone had been
expecting us yesterday.

This raised our spirits. After a few minutes this same brother led us to the visitors'
parlor, where there were periodicals lying on a table. We hardly had a chance to glance at
them, when one of the brothers who had stayed behind came along, very happy to see us. He
set the table and immediately gave orders to the kitchen. They improvised a delicious dinner
for us.

After about an hour Fr. Prior returned. He received us with a kind and sincere fraternal
embrace. He remained with us until vespers, when we went to church. Afterwards we went to
dinner where we met all of the brothers. Then all of us (8 priests) went to another room where
we talked about Poland etc. etc. until evening prayers at 8 o'clock. After this we went to
church until 9 o'clock; and finally each one retired to his own room.

Today after Mass, while | have a free moment before lunch, which is served at 12 o'clock, | am
finishing this letter. Without re-reading it, | will give it to the brother procurator who has
business in town about a quarter of a mile from here, and he will mail it.

My, or Jerome's address is: a Solesmes, (Sarthe).
Give my regards to Celifiski who surely has not left as yet. Wish him a pleasant journey.

Also give my sincere regards to Karski, and greetings to both of them from Kajsiewicz and
everyone here. Jerome sends special regards to Adam.

Yours, Peter (ACCR 1214)



