
THE BLACK BOX TREASURES (#34) 
 There is an interesting term called the “black 
box theory”. It speaks about an object which can 
be analyzed  in terms of its input and output, but 
there is no knowledge of its internal workings… 

(The head of Spiderman and Pope John Paul 
II #34) 

 Although many places in Rome are closed 
during summer it’s not the case when it comes to 
our Roman Archives! A few months ago we moved 
our museum to a new location within the Roman 
House and we also transferred our library which is 
now located in the space under the church. With 
the help of a seminarian (who was sent to us from 
Poland), we have been working in the “new 
library” reorganizing the material and focusing on 
all those old books some of which  were used by 
our early Fathers. Those publications are not just 
books from the past but in many of them our 
Fathers made their comments or notes. For 
example, there is book called a house rule which 
was personally revised by Fr. Paul Smolikowski, 
C.R. and  another a book which was given by the 

author to Fr. Jerome Kajsiewicz. One of the oldest titles in our collection is Bibliotheca Chemica 
Curiosa by Jean Jacques Manget, a collection of alchemical texts published in Latin, in Geneva in 
1702. There is one section dedicated to so called clavis created by a famous alchemist Basil 
Valentine. Those keys show the steps in the process by which the philosopher’s stone may be 
created (the philosopher’s stone is a legendary alchemical substance capable of turning base metals 

into gold). I wish it would work ! .  
 The “new” books which we have,  also form quite an interesting collection. 
Special attention is paid to a comic book published by Marvel Comics Group called 
The life of John Paul II in January 1983. This comic was sold at that time for just  
$1.50 (unfortunately it is not worth a fortune today like some of the first issues like 
Stan Lee’s and Jack Kirby’s X-Men series that sold for $492,937.50 in 2012).  On the 
Italian Amazon it sells for just 85 euros. 
 Today I would like to show you a few pages from this comic book. The front is 
a close-up image of the Pope at an audience. On the left-hand side it has the head 
of Spiderman. The image on the back is of John Paul II’s coat of arms. Enjoy! 

szymanowskicr@me.com










