
 
THE BLACK BOX TREASURES (#40) 
There is an interesting term called the “black 
box theory”.  It speaks about an object which 
can be analyzed  in terms of its input and 
output, but there is no knowledge of its internal 
workings. Many of us probably don’t know that 
in our Archives here in Rome we have more than 
200 black boxes. Some of those treasures have 
seen the light of day in many publications, but 
there are still others waiting to been seen… 

(Letters from Quarantine #40) 

Many of us have been cooped up  in rectories or 
religious houses for some time now. Indeed, 

some are even in self quarantine. Self quarantine or imposed quarantine does not come easy for 
most. Reading the letters of our Founders, we can find notes about the times when they also were 
held in quarantine.  
 We learn for example that 1866 was quite difficult for our Fathers because of the so called 
fourth cholera pandemic (1863-1875). The pandemic began in the Ganges Delta, reached Europe in 
1865/1866 and claimed 600,000 lives around the world.Many were infected and even as many as 
half died  from severe vomiting, diarrhea and painful cramps. 
 When Fr. Jerome Kajsiewicz, C.R. was returning from Brazil in August of 1866 after finishing 
his general visitation, he was stopped in Hyeres, France. He spent two weeks there because of 
quarantine and when he finally arrived in Port Civitavecchia near Rome he was detained  another 
week.  
 Today I would like to share with you some of his letters about being in quarantine….     

1. (to Fr. Valerian Kalinka, C.R. - ACRR 6765) 
Hyeres, August 4, 1866 

JMJ - God’s will 

My Dear Valery!           
I just now received your letter with a cheque. God bless you. I took some medicine today. The 
doctor advised me to still wait a few days before resuming my journey. Meanwhile, cholera 
decreases in Marseilles, maybe God will give me an opportunity to return by sea and avoid the 
Italian pandemonium [chaos]. Maybe in the meantime they will find my suitcase  that was lost. May 
God be with us… 

szymanowskicr@me.com



2. (to Fr. Alexander Jelowicki, C.R. - ACRR 6766) 
Hyeres, August 6, 1866 

JMJ - God’s will 

My Dear Father Alexander!        
I’ve been held here, and not because I like it, but probably it is God’s providence. My stomach is 
causing me trouble so the doctor gave me aperient. If I were to go straight to Rome without resting 
here, I could get something longer lasting and more serious […] But now what to do? I have 1,000 
francs cash and a 3,000 in cheque. I don’t want to travel by land… I could take a stagecoach to 
Genoa and there board a ship which departs every fifth  day. But even so I will have to spend 5 days 
of quarantine before boarding. But will it free me from 15-days' quarantine in Civitavecchia near 
Rome? It will also be expensive just sitting here for two weeks with this bad air and being 
uncomfortable and without the possibility of attending a retreat and Holy Mass. I also wrote a letter 
requesting more information about a schedule of direct sailing to Civitavecchia. Maybe I could risk 
being in quarantine for some days and then maybe my Roman friends will help me get out  after a 
few days… 

3. (to Fr. Peter Semenenko, C.R. - ACRR 6768) 
Toulon, August 15, 1866 

JMJ - God’s will 

My Dear Father Peter,          
 I don't understand why it is happening, but clearly God is delaying my return to Rome. 
Yesterday I left Hyeres (France) against the advice of Mr. Dariusz and despite having had a restless 
night’s sleep. I stayed in Toulon for a few hours to visit Fr. Szelechowski and then I decided to go to 
Marseille for the night. But after dinner, I had indigestion (even though I had eaten just a little bit). I 
was tired, sweating, and had diarrhea. I decided to spend the night and leave  after Mass today. That 
night the problems continued. I had diarrhea, my tongue was white, my pulse was irregular. Not 
wanting  to get sick at the hotel or on the ship, I decided to go back to Hyeres for a week. In event 
of becoming more ill  I would have all the help for free. I hope to arrive next week, and then I hope 
to avoid quarantine. The authorities stopped hanging posters about cholera - they may not be 
telling the whole truth maybe for business reasons, but it is certain that cholera has been lessening. I 
will write to the Roman Consul tomorrow to ask his advice since the quarantine depends on me 
departure. If he tells  me that there might still be quarantine and disinfection happening in a week, I 
will not bring the boxes with liturgical vestments and fruit preserves, because everything will smell  
of smoke from disinfection […] 
God bless you and may we  see each other soon. 

szymanowskicr@me.com



(to Fr. Alexander Jelowicki, C.R. - ACRR 6772) 
Civitavecchia, August 29, 1866 

JMJ - God’s will 

Dear Brother in the Lord! 
 [..] This is now the fourth day in quarantine. I could celebrate Holy Mass for three days now and I 
know that the guard gave evidence  that we are all perfectly well. I hope it  will only entail eight 
days. God be with you all… 

(to Fr. Alexander Jelowicki, C.R. - ACRR 6774) 
Civitavecchia, September 5, 1866 

JMJ - God’s will 

My dear Brother! 
I am still writing from quarantine - it could not be shortened, but I hope that God will let me go to 
Rome at eight in the morning. Yesterday, Vatera’s ship came with seriously ill people and some 
deceased…The ship wanted to dock at the port, but it was pushed away, they couldn't even unload 
the goods ashore! […] 

Fr. Jerome 
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