
THE BLACK BOX TREASURES (#44) 
 There is an interesting term called the “black box theory”.  
It speaks about an object which can be analyzed  in terms of its 
input and output, but there is no knowledge of its internal 
workings. Many of us probably don’t know that in our Archives 
here in Rome we have more than 200 black boxes. Some of 
those treasures have seen the light of day in many 
publications, but there are still others waiting to been seen… 

(Fr. Semenenko’s doddles #44) 

 A doodle, according to the dictionary, is “a drawing made 
while a person's attention is otherwise occupied. Doodles are 
simple drawings that can have concrete representational 
meanings or may just be composed of random and abstract 
lines. Typical examples of doodling are found in school 
notebooks, often in the margins, drawn by students 

daydreaming or losing interest during class.”.  
 While reading the letters of Fr. Peter Semenenko, C.R., I 
came across his doddles on a few  occasions. Sometimes it was a 
simple drawing of a hand. However, one particular piece of 
paper caught my special attention… On this document that I 
would like to share with you we can see a nice collection of the 
doodles. The problem is that it is not so easy to identify them. It 
is funny what different interpretations I heard when I showed 
them to some members of the General House. Some of them 
see a monstrance or Jesus’ heart in a crystal ball. For others it is 
a globe with a sketch of the continents.  
 The second doodle is even more mysterious. It appears to 
represent , a melon or a plum, cut into two pieces. Or perhaps it 
is a seed in the soil? Somebody even told me that it is a bulb of 
hair. Honestly? It reminded me of  a cellphone game called Fruit 
Ninja in which the objective is to become a master of slicing fruit 
(anyone who has ever played this game will know what I’m 
talking about:) One thing is sure… what you see depends on 
your hermeneutical horizon. Enjoy! 
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