THE BLACK BOX TREASURES (#7)

There is an interesting term called the “black box
theory”. It speaks about an object which can be
analyzed in terms of its input and output, but
there is no knowledge of its internal workings.
This theory can be explained in a very easy way:
“The child who tries to open a door has to
manipulate the handle (the input) so as to
produce the desired movement at the latch (the
output); and he has to learn how to control the
one by the other without being able to see the
internal mechanism that links them. In our daily
lives we are confronted at every turn with systems
whose internal mechanisms are not fully open to
inspection, and which must be treated by the methods appropriate to the Black Box.” (Ashby,
W. Ross, An Introduction to Cybernetics, 86).

Many of us probably don’t know that in our Archives here in Rome we have more than
200 black boxes. Some of those treasures have seen the light of day in many publications, but
there are still others waiting to been seen...

(Friday's dilemma #7 )

“Is it a sin for a Catholic to eat meat on a Friday during Lent?” - sometimes it seems to
be one of the "most serious" moral dilemmas for Catholics while looking into their fridges. In
other words, is it less sinful to eat a leftover meatball (for 30 cents) or to have a nice “ultimate
feast” at Red Lobster (for $ 29.99)? Of course, the rules for fasting and abstinence on Fridays
are kind of relative and dependent upon where you live. We know that in some countries the
faithful must abstain from meat on Fridays, while in others, Catholics can substitute special
acts of charity or piety on these days.

Obviously, the first Resurrectionists in Canada didn't ponder these questions, simply
because there was no Red Lobster restaurants at that time (*Red Lobster entered Canada in
the 1980s). However, what was one to do when the larder at St. Agatha Parish was full of tasty
beef and lamb?

In 1857, Fr. Eugene Funcken and Brother Edward Glowacki, the first CR missionaries in
Canada, were confronted with such a “serious” problem. Namely, “can we eat meat (which
“good people” from St. Agatha brought) or should we observe strictly the days of
abstinence?”. As a consequence, Fr. Eugene in his letter to the Superior General decided to
ask for a special dispensation. However, not receiving any response for 3 months, he decided
to take the matters into his own hands and just to inform Fr. Jerome Kajsiewicz about his
radical step. Enjoy!

(*today’s newsletter was inspired by the book by Fr. Jim Wahl who passed away yesterday;
Wahl J., Excerpts from the History of the Congregation of the Resurrection by Paul
Smolikowski, 1980).
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(*Excerpts from two letters of Fr. Eugene Funcken CR translated by Fr. Jim Wahl)

St. Agatha, 24 Sept. 1857
My Dear Father
Christ Lives!

[...] As far as a means of subsistence is concerned, | can affirm that the voluntary
contributions of the faithful will afford sufficient security; for with all the good people bring to
my kitchen, | could support three others—they bring wood, potatoes, vegetables, beef,
mutton, chickens, eggs, butter, milk, flour, bread, sugar, soap, etc. etc. in abundance [...]

Brother Gfowacki is catechist and cook; he does very well in both functions. As
catechist he knows how to draw out the children and the adults as well with tales of Rome; as
cook he knows his job in any case as well as Giuseppe though sometimes he does not begin
to know what to do with everything which is brought for us. The question therefore arises
whether we may eat meat on Wednesdays and Saturdays (which are not days of abstinence
here) in case we have too much meat. Truthfully | am opposed to such exceptions, but at this
time | know of no other way out, for | cannot turn down these good people [...] (ACRR 12846)

St. Agatha 28 Dec. 1857
My dear Father Superior!

[...] you will find the description of another little feast, with which my parishioners surprised
me, on the enclosed printed sheet; the gifts given me included 2 lovely cassocks, one for me
and one for Gfowacki, a lovely altar cloth, a pair of nice fur gloves, a keg of beer, 2 bottles of
wine and other trifles. | take back the request | made to you for permission to have meat on
Wednesdays and Saturdays; | wish to observe the Rule minutely because otherwise abuse can

creep in, which necessarily affects the whole construction if the American foundation is
infected [...] (ACRR 12849)

Your obedient son

E. Funcken

Address:The Rvd. E. F.

PP. of St. Agatha (Post Office)
Township of Wilmot, Waterloo Co.
Canada West



